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Herkimer, NY—Herkimer County Community College Athletic Director Donald Dutcher has been named 

National Junior College Athletic Association Region III Athletic Director of the Year. Dutcher was recognized for his 

commitment to Region III athletics at the fall meeting of the Region III Athletic Directors in Cooperstown, NY. Dutcher 

serves on several regional committees and has hosted several national and regional athletic events at HCCC.  

Dutcher was appointed athletic director at HCCC in 2004. Under his leadership, Herkimer has won eight 

national and 10 regional championships, and six teams have been named NJCAA Academic Team of the Year. 

Herkimer placed second nationally among non-scholarship Division III community college athletic programs in the 

NATYCAA Cup Award in 2008, and earned third place in 2006 and 2007. As a member of the Mountain Valley 

Conference, Herkimer also finished third in the Region III Directors Cup in 2007-2008. Both awards are given annually 

to recognize overall athletic program excellence at the national and regional levels.  

HCCC President Ann Marie Murray said “This award is a testament to Don’s hard work and commitment to his 

profession. He is a strong leader and is committed to the success of students on the field and in the classroom.” 

Dutcher serves as president of the Mountain Valley Conference and chair of the Region III softball committee. 

He is a member of the Region III standards and ethics, women's basketball, women's soccer, swimming, track and 

field, and men's lacrosse committees. He also chairs the Herkimer County Community College Intercollegiate Athletic 

Council. He is currently participating in the Leadership Mohawk Valley program. 

Dutcher previously was a teacher, coach and athletic director at Poland Central School. Prior to that, he taught 

at Herkimer High School and coached men's and women's soccer, basketball, track and tennis. He was named 

Mohawk Valley Coach of the Year in 2004 for leading Poland Central's basketball team to the State Final Four. In 

2003, he was inducted into the SUNYIT Wildcat Hall of Fame. 

A 1990 graduate of Herkimer County Community College, Dutcher was the all-time leading scorer for the 

HCCC men's soccer team, an honor which he held for six years. He was a member of the first-ever team to make the 

national tournament, and received All-Region honors both years. He earned bachelor's degrees from SUNYIT, where 

he was also the all-time leading scorer for the soccer team, and SUC at Oswego. He also holds a master's degree and 

Certificate of Advanced Study from SUC at Cortland. A native of Poland, NY, Dutcher is a 1988 graduate of Poland 

Central School. He and his family reside in Deerfield. 
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